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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A payment distribution method for distributing 
payment to a plurality o f product/Qorvioo providers of a predetermined user fee paid 
by a user for using their producto/oor\1coG by moano o f . during a predetermined billing 

period, products and services that are supplied by the providers to the user through a 
user network access device=es that provides access to an electronic network over a 
predetermined billing period , the method comprising the Qtepo of : 

^setting up a system server and running a system program on the server; 

P^installing and running a client program on said UQor'o the user network 
access device; 

^recording usage data=#f indicating usage o f oaid productQ/Qor\dcoQ the 
products and services of each provider by=s=ai4 the user, the usage data comprising at 
least one of the follov/ing usage elements= selected from the group consisting of 

size of files accessed, 

number of files accessed, 

time spent on providora' sitoo each provider site , 
duration of download processes^ and 

number of download transmissions , each provider having associated 
with it and its products and services at least one of the usage elements ; 

^calculating a payment distribution to those the providers that have provided 
productG/servdcoQ products and services tonsd^ ttie user over during the billing period 
by dividing the uoor'o user fee into shares among them gonorall}^ the providers 
according to the usage data and corresponding usage clement elements associated with 
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each provider^ in relation to the total usage olomont data and usage elements 
associated with all providers; and 

(5)Diatributinfl calculated pa> mcnto distributing the shares of the user fee to 
sm4 the providers according to the payment distribution calculated . 

2. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein stop (3) recording usage data comprises recording the usage data on oaid 
the user network access devic e, if said when the user uses said producta/aorvdcoo 
products and services directly from a provider, bypassing the system server. 

3. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein otop (3) comprising recording usage data comprises recording the usage 
data on the system server , if oaid when the user uses said producto/Qcrvicco the 
products and services via the system server. 

4. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein in step (3) including 

recording the usage dat a is recorded o n either at least one or both of the system 
server and the user network access device, and 

otop (3) includoo consolidating the usage data recorded on the system server and 
the user network access device to generate total usage data fo r calculation in gtcp (1) 
calculating the payment distribution . 

5. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
4, wherein in stop (3) 

including recording the usage dat a io recorded on both the system server and 
the user network access device,=a^ 
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consolidating the usage dat a is conQolidatod by using the user network access 
device, and 

in otcp re calculating the payment distribution io calculated b)^ using the user 
network access device. 

6. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
4. wherein in atop (3) including 

recording the usage dat a io recorded on the user network access device, and 
in Qtcp n ^ calculating the payment distribution io calculated by using the user 
network access device. 

7. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
4, wherein in otop (3) including 

recording the usage dat a io recorded on both the system server and the user 
network access device,=a^ 

consolidating the usage data is cons oli da t ed b) - using the system server, and 
in otop re calculating the payment distribution io calculated by using the system 

server. 

8. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the shares distributed pa^mcnto sum=^ to substantially4e the user's fee. 

9. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
1, v^-horoin in otop (1) including calculating the payment distribution io calculated 
using the follow formula: 



Pi = 



/o 
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where 

alii ^ 

fo = Predetermined user fee 
Pi = Pavmont Share for distribution to provider i 

Xi = Usage element==ef for use by user^^ of provider i 
X = Usage element-rf for use by user fe^ of all providers 



10. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
9, wherein the formul a is gonoralizod to for calculating the payment distribution is : 



r 



V 



XiA Xi.2 
j_ h 

Xx Xi 



X,. J ^ 



\\Tiorc where 

^wj = \, and = l 

aUj alii 

Xij and X] = size of files accessed from provider i and all providers^ 

respectively 

Xi^2 and X2 = number of files accessed from provider i and all providers^ 
respectively 

Xi3 and X3 = time spent on sites of provider i and all providers^ respectively 
Xi^4 and X4 = duration of download processes from provider i and all 

providers^ respectively 
Xi^5 and X5 number of download transmissions from provider i and all 

providers^ respectively 
Wj = wcighin gw eighting factor ranging from 0 to 1^ inclusive. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 

I, wherein applied to a plurality of=saW users arc involved , with atop (3) wherein 

recording usage data and stop (1) taken for calculating a payment distribution is 
applied to each o f them the users , and 

step (1) calculating the payment distribution includes oub oc qu cn t ly integrating 
the payment distributions calculated pa}TOento in relation to for all of the users. 

12. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 

II, v^^horoin in step (1) including 

integrating the payments calculated payments arc integ rat ed b y using the 
system server, and 

in stop (5) distributing the payments arc distributed by shares using the system 

server. 

13. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
5, wherei n i n step (3) including consolidating the usage data is conso li da t e d by using 
the user network access device during a predetermined interval following the billing 
period. 

14. (Currently Amended) ) The payment distribution method as claimed in 
claim 5, w^horoin applied to a plurality o f said users are invoh^od , with step (3) 
wherein 

each of recording usage data and step (1) taken for calculating a payment 
distribution is applied to each o f them the users , and 

step ri) inoludoQ suboequcntlv calculating the payment distribution includes 
transmitting the calculated payment distributions calculated from the user network 
access devices to the system server for integration thcrob}^ by the system server before 
taking step (5) distributing the shares . 
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15. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 

14, wherein in atop (1) including transmitting th e calculated payment distributions=^ 

tranamittod calculated from the user network access devices to the system serve r over 
during a predetermined interval following the billing period. 

16. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 

1 5, wherein in step (3) including consolidating the usage dat a is oonoolidatcd by using 
the user network access device during the same predetermined interval as that of step 
W following the billing period . 

17. (Currently Amended) ) The payment distribution method as claimed in 
claim 6, wherein applied to a plurality o f said users are involved , with step (3) 
wherein 

each of recording usage data and step (1) taken for calculating a payment 
distribution is applied to each o f them the users , and 

step (1) includes subsequently calculating the payment distribution includes 
transmitting the calculated payment distributions calculated from the user network 
access devices to the system server for integration thorob}^ by the system server before 
taking stop (5) distributing the shares . 

18. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
1 7, wherein in step (1) including transmitting the calculated payment distributions-^^ 
transmitted from the user network access devices to the system server over during a 
predetermined interval following the billing period. 
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19. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein step (5) distributing the shares includes neglecting oomo distribution of 
oaid providorQ of the smalles t sharoo in of the calculated payment distribution shares. 

20. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
19, wherein step (5) distributing the shares includes 

setting a maximum number of providers per payment distribution^ 
arranging the providers in a descending order of their aharcs to neglect those 

with respect to the shares, and 

neglecting providers in cxcooo of lower in the descending order than the 

maximum number of providers . 

21. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
19, wherein otcp (5) distributing the shares includes setting a minimum out off oharo 
percentage to neglect those of the user fee, and neglecting payments of shares to the 
providers of shares that are smaller than the -^trt-off minimum percentage. 

22. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
1 , including the following stop ^ between stop (2) installing and running a client 
program and stop (3): (2 A) recording usage data, registering each o f said provider the 
providers and tiie use r participating in the method an d sotting up establishing an 
individual accoun t therefor for each provider and user . 

23. (Currently Amended) The payment distribution method as claimed in claim 
22, being set up and operated wherein setting up the system server and running a 
system program on the server is controlled by a system operator and=¥^e =registering 
each of the providers and the user and distributing the shares is provided by a business 
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operato r who io only rcaponaiblc for taking stop (2A) and atop (5) different from the 
system operator . 
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